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although I have not yet been able to consult with him on the subject, | trust that no interruption of the courses
of figure study, thus established, may be involved in the completion, for what it is worth, of the system of
subordinate exercises in natural history and landscape, indicated in the schools to which at present, for
convenience sake, my name is attached; but which, if they indeed deserve encouragement, will, | hope, receive it
ultimately, as presenting to the beginner the first aspects of art, in the widest, because the humblest, relation to
those of divinely organized and animated Nature. The immediate task | propose to myself is to make
serviceable, by all the illustration | can give them, the now unequalled collection possessed by the Oxford
schools of Turner drawings and sketches, completed as it has been by the kindness of the Trustees of the
National Gallery at the intercession of Prince Leopold; and furnishing the means of progress in the study of
landscape such as the great painter himself only conceived the scope of toward the closing period of his life. At
the opening of next term, | hope, with Mr. Macdonald s assistance, to have drawn up a little synopsis of the
elementary exercises which in ray earlier books have been recommended for practice in Landscape, - a subject
which, if you look back to the courses of my lectures here, you will find almost affectedly neglected, just
because it was my personal province. Other matters under deliberation, till | get them either done, or
determined, | have no mind to talk...
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