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following pages for publication, | have endeavored to condense into convenient form, for both student and
practitioner, as great an amount as possible of practical information concerning diseases of the rectum and
anus. The advances which have been made during the past few years In this special branch of surgery have
been very great. The whole pathology of malignant disease has been rewritten; and the close relationship of the
so-called benign polypoid growths to epithelial cancer has been worked out after careful study with the
microscope. The operation of excision of cancerous growths in the lower part of the rectum has again become
a legitimate surgical procedure, and what is better, its range of applicability has been definitely determined.
The advances in abdominal surgery, for which the present century will always be famous, have also had a
bearing on diseases of the rectum, and the operation of excision of cancer of the upper part of the rectum and
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cases formerly beyond the reach of art. New methods of treatment of benign stricture have been devised as a
substitute for colotomy. New methods of palliation in benign and malignant stricture have been devised as
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