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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Introductionin the summer of 2012, Paola Cannas, by then in her 80s,
invited her son, Marco Vichi, to dine with her. At that meeting, she asked him if he would read two of the poems
that she had written. She wanted to know if they were any good, and whether or not he liked them. As he read
them he was moved to tears by their beauty, simplicity, honesty and goodness, and he felt sad that he had not
known his mother in this way before. He subsequently collected together all her poems, some written on scraps
of paper, others in old jotters, all of them scattered in drawers and boxes around her home.Marco , a well-
established author, wanted to be certain that his mother s poems were valued in their own right - walking on
their own legs as he said. He identified a possible publisher in Pisa - Felici Editore - but did not at first reveal that
the poems had been written by his mother. He received a very quick response to say that the poems would be
published. Respiri e Sospiri - The little big book , as it became known in Italy - was received with tumultuous
applause across the country. When Marco told his mother that the poems were to be published, she said, | only
wanted to see if you liked them. Do you mean they liked them too? Shortly before she died, Paola was
interviewed by the Florence newspaper Corriere Fiorentina.These beautiful poems were written at various
stages throughout Paola s life. Using freeform verse, she draws the reader into each situation and experience
with some of the clarity,...
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