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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .or the boundless plain, Within this hall--or in the sacred fane, A beautious
halo doth she cast around, Our hearths, and homes whereever they are found! For poesy was wafted from
above As a sweet relic of our Father s love, When man was doomed to walk this barren earth, Barren at least,
compared with where he d birth; Attendant on his steps this peri came To light his mind with a seraphic flame,
And cast around a halo of delight That charmed each sense of feeling, hearing, sight; And viewing all things
through her magic glass He o er the rugged hills of life should pass, With ease and pleasure, yea extatic joy,
That seemed to take from life its base alloy; And draw the sting of sorrow from the breast By realizing truly how
he s blest--Noble s the mission of the poet mind To cheer, ennoble and refine mankind. True poetry did emanate
from God! To cheer His children while beneath His rod To give them glimpses of their absent home, Visions of
beauty till their Lord shall come. And language fails how e re sublime it be To shadow forth a poet s minstrelsy,
The bright conceptions of his lucid brain Upon his lyre will not live again. But burns within the temple of his
heart A flame, fed daily as by vestal art Of old, the Prophets were the poets of the day, Ordained of heaven by a
hallowed ray, Light,...
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