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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: the Dorset coast; but Hutchins records that at Great Canford the goods
which were run used to be hid atop of the church tower and in an old altar-tomb near the south door. After the
Reformation invocations of saints and so on ceased to be inscribed on bells. The Lombardic letters disappeared
and the black-letter followed. The inscriptions began to be in plain Roman capitals, and the founders took to
inscribing their own names and towns and the date, at full length. Then came to be added the names of
churchwardens, and sometimes of the parson, and some posy, perhaps in rhyme, sometimes simple and
solemn, sometimes commonplace, and occasionally downright poor and irreverent doggrel. Here are
specimens from Dorset: -- Feare God; Give thanke-s to God; and such like are very common. Come when | call to
serve God all. (B rid port.) | to the church the living call, And to the grave | summon all. (Chardstock and other
places.) To think in what estate they live, And nothing unto the poor they give. (Abbotsbury.) At thy departure |
shall sound, And ring to bring thee underground. (Tarrant Hinton.) My treble voice makes hearts rejoice.
(Iwerne Minster and very common.) At Childe Okeford the old tenor, since recast, bore: -- )JOD BLESS THE KINO
OHARLS. and the date 1648. Whoever inscribed that on a bell in 1648 had the courage of his opinions. The
founder was T.P. (perhaps Purdue or Pennington). Several of the...
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