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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . chapter xi The Universal Empire In the first book of his De
Monarchia Dante sets out to prove that the universal empire is necessary for the world.456 He says457 that this
can be shown by the strongest and most manifest arguments (potissimus et patentissimus argumentis ostendi
potest). He tells us what sort of a monarchy is necessary for the welfare of the entire human race.453 Temporal
Monarchy, then, or as it is called, the Empire, is the government of one prince above all men in time, or in those
things and over those things which are measured by time. 459 Dante means therefore, that there should be one
government over all men, no matter of what religion, or nationality they may be, and that for all time, not only
for a definite period in human history, but always, as long as the human race inhabits this globe of ours.
Moreover it is the temporal power which is limited to the temporal affairs of men, and is not concerned with the
eternal destiny of man which is the concern of the spiritual power, the religious authority. The first argument
which Dante advances in favor of the universal monarchy460 is based on the authority of Aristotle.461 Dante
argues that when several things are tending towards one end, one of them should rule and direct the others.
This, he declares, is necessary in the family, village, kingdom and finally the whole human race, having one
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