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Butcher is lamented by the public with a sense of personal loss, and has raised among men of letters, and
specially in the spheres of classical learning and education, a dismay and consternation, to which something
has contributed beyond the admiration due to a singularly brilliant, harmonious, and beneficent career, and to
a legacy of writings, not indeed very large, but all of high quality and, in part at any rate, of great and
permanent value. We lose a living type and representation, such as is not and cannot be often seen, of that
humanity, that sweet and noble facility of social and intellectual intercourse, which the study of letters should
produce or promote. We suffer the eclipse of an ideal. And the loss is especially sensible at a time when
everywhere, and not least in this country, the due adjustment of relations between the literary basis and the
other elements of culture is matter of debate and difficulty, temporary as we may hope and believe, but
pressing and perhaps perilous. Many will echo the significant terms of one among the valedictory notices,
which, with the Praeses Acad miae joins not only the lucidissimus expositor litterarum but also the fortissimus
defensor. Nothing indeed could be less proper to the moment, or, we may add, less congenial to the spirit and
teaching of Mr. Butcher, than to exploit him for the purpose of a controversy. Nor is there any need. Whatever
our shades of opinion, we shall not deny, no likely or conceivable reader of this Journal will deny, that Greek
language and literature, by...
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