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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .and before, and laid His hand upon him. In college Clarke made no
special mark in any study or in any way. He was liked for his gentle ways and sweet character, but took no high
rank as a student. He spoke of Holmes s wit and poetry as marked then as in after life. One day they were
talking of metaphysics, | ll tell you, James, said he, what | think metaphysics is like. It is like a man splitting a log,
when it is done he has two more to split. From college he entered the divinity school in 1829, and there was
intimate with Hale, Bellows, and W. G. Eliot, and may have seen Emerson, who, that year, was boarding at
Divinity Hall. In the divinity school it was as in college. Mr. Clarke seemed to have no very marked interests, and
to give little promise of the work he did, and the eminence of later years. But he was diligent, judicial, not a
partisan, and so earnest to see both sides of a theological question that even then it was thought he had no
decided opinions of his own. When the end of his theological course came Clarke chose a Western field, because
the idea of some missionary work interested him, and in the old parish of a New England town he thought there
must be little freedom, only the routine of generations, and not so much room for selfdevelopment. A church...
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