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Saxon. (See Rte. 12, Exc. from Winchester.) On the old Alresford
road, beyond Avington, and about 3 m. from Winchester, is
Hempage Wood, the scanty remains of a royal forest which
once existed here. In the year 1086 the Conqueror granted to
Bishop Walkelyn, then engaged in rebuilding the Cathedral of
Winchester, as much wood from the forest of Hempage
(Hanepinges) as his carpenters could take in 4 days and nights.
But the bishop, says the old annalist, collected an innumerable
troop of carpenters, and within the assigned time cut down the
whole wood and carried it off to Winchester. Presently after,
the king, passing by Hanepinges, was struck with amazement,
and cried out-- Am I bewitched, or have I taken leave of my
senses? Had I not once a most delectable wood in this spot?
But when he understood the truth he was violently...
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