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.example you will remember from the paper by Minkowski,
Ucber Eigenschaften von ganzen Zahlen, die durch raumliche
Anschauung erschlosscn sind, which I had the pleasure of
presenting to you in abstract at the Congress of Mathematics.
Here geometry is used directly for the development of new
arithmetical ideas. 58 To-day I wish to speak on the
composition of binary algebraic forms, a subject first discussed
by Gauss in his Disquisitiones arithmeticce and of Rummer s
corresponding theory of ideal numbers. Both these subjects
have always been considered as very abstruse, although
Dirichlet has somewhat simplified the treatment of Gauss. I
trust you will find that the geometrical considerations by
means of which I shall treat these questions introduce so high a
degree of simplicity and clearness that for those not familiar
with the older treatment it must be difficult to realize why the
subject should ever...
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